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A study on current variation in appearance of urbanizing woodland burials

o=
Hirofumi UEDA

Abstract: The market of woodland burial is rapidly expanding since the last 20 years, and the needs are expected to be diversified.
This study aimed to grasp the whole variation in appearance of urban-type woodland burials. Internet survey was conducted to get
whole picture of the current situation of woodland burials focusing on shape of tomb, burial system, and supplier types. As results,
the following status were revealed. (1) About 1000 woodland burials were confirmed on the internet. Most of them are run by
temples, and more than half of them are operated by for-profit companies. Therefore, we could see a certain convergence rather
than diversification regarding the shape. (2) The most common form of woodland burials is garden type, which is divided small
and indicated clearly by a stone plate. The newly popular form of woodland burial undermines the original characteristics as
nature burial. (3) The time limited small form of woodland burial can be regarded as a minimal family grave, which suits the
current graveyards needs and family structure. It is indispensable to consider a new design to perform the function of open space

in urban area as a green infrastructure.

Keywords: urbanizing woodland burial, variation in appearance, internet survey
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