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Regional Rice Food Security Disparities and
Regional Rice Deficits in Lao PDR

Katsumi HasADA™ , Hidetoshi ASAT*!, Kensuke KAWAMURA™! |
Phonesanith PHONHNACHIT*? and Ryuichi YAMADA™?

Abstract

Food security is a crucially important issue for economically developing countries, which often face hunger and
poverty.

To assess rice food security in Laos in terms of availability, this study investigated the rice supply and demand
balance. In terms of stability, this study clarified the status of rice imports from other regions of Laos and from
foreign countries. Furthermore, measures for rice food insecurity were examined.

During the 20 years since Laos achieved rice self-sufficiency in 1999, the national rice supply has exceeded
rice demand. However, comparison of rice supply and demand among regions indicates that the demand has ex-
ceeded the supply continuously in the North region, leading to chronic rice deficits. The results imply that rice

%1 ERSRMKEENIEY ¥ —, Japan International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences
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*3 W BAEAZEEAKIEHRZER, Faculty of International Agriculture and Food Studies, Tokyo University of Agriculture
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deficits have prevailed in the North region because of limited suitable areas for lowland rainfed paddies, less dis-
semination of irrigation by government policy, restricted land use by slash and burn systems, conversion of up-
land rice cultivation to maize cultivation on fallow land, and waning improvement in yields of lowland rainfed
paddy rice and upland rice. Moreover, the status of rice imports from other regions shows that rice surpluses of
the Central and the South regions were less distributed in markets of the North region. Rice was imported from
Vietnam to compensate for the rice deficit in the North region. These findings suggest that rice food security,
from viewpoints of both availability and stability, has not been achieved in the North region.

Regional road infrastructure development, with expressways and railways, along with terraced paddy develop-
ment, might be useful to secure rice food security in the North region. For these measures, surveys of fields and
water resources suitable for rice terraces must be conducted. Cost considerations must also include terrace pad-

dy development costs of farmers and road infrastructure development costs funded by the nation.

[Keywords] Stability, Availability, Rice supply demand bhalance, Rice distribution, Rice terraces
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