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Maxivowicz (J7HE 1~3/K 8 - 1860~1863) + Robert ForTune (54 I~30/A 1. 1860~1861) -
J. G. Verren (A 1+ 1861) - Thomas Wright BLAKISTON (30 2~ 17 « 1862~1884) -
Paul Amédée Ludvic Savatier ()55 2~I#% 9 - 1866~1876) 4%,
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Mo, T, HEEED D Ui HEo—BICREPHRARDRRE RO U TO, SHRICERD, <
otho—A M. Renarp 2HEOHS AT O REKEZEEL, the W L BERilicbo
TH - 7.

PERRA O —EIRI, —

And these little trees, so contemptible in appearance the height of a foot!-carrying,
each Orange-tree, 20 enormous Oranges? And each apple-tree, 20 or 30 large Apples?

As for the dwarf tree, there is that a mystery of horticulture or rather sylviculture,
to divine.

M. Renard had noticed, on visitting the apartments of the Mandarins, similar little
trees of the height of some few inches, pittiful to look at unhealthy, distored, and
covered with excoriations with out number, and a thing which astonished him, the
little foliage which ornamented the extremity of the branches, belonged to kinds that
ordinarily attain an enormous size, such as the Elm, the Bamboo, and the Cypress.

M. Renard arrived at the following solution of these eccentricitities: That for the
Chinese nothing is beautiful, but that which is hideous; that a stunted shrub without
leaves is a wonder that is worth all the forests in the universe; and so the principale
occupation of the Chinese nurserymen is to combat Nature in everything that is beau-
tiful and rich.
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IX Summary

According to the idea, generally accepted today, bonsai will be defined as follows: bon-
sal consists of miniature, long-living plants and sometimes of stones, planted artistically in pots
or other containers by imitating natural scenery, in order to create the beauty of nature in
miniature. Thus, bonsai is different from usually what we call ‘pot plants’ or ‘potted plants’
that planted in the pots to appreciate directly their shape, colour, fragrance, etc. of flowers,
leaves, stems, and fruits and overall form of the plants, The difference between them, in short,
is the presence or absence of artistry (artistic beauty) in the containers created by artistic
elaboration of growers who feels beauty on the objects {plants).

Although bonsai in Japan has long history, the idea of two categories stated above has ap-
peared in the beginning of the twentieth century (20 th year of Meiji) and after long cam-
paing for enlightenment for about 40 years, now this idea has established in the bonsai world.

Many fields of culture of Japan have unique charateristics which developed through beauti-
ful land and environment and racial characteristics for a long time. In addition to this, there
was a step introducing culture of China and Korea in the ancient times, forming characteristic
culture of Japan with combination of Japanese original culture. Development of bonsai follow-
ed similar developmental pattern as various other fields of culture.

However, up to now, in China, there is no differentiation into bonsai and potted plants
as in Japan and Chinese generally called ‘pén-jing’ (#45%), or sometimes ‘pén-zai’ (£13%), covering
Japanese sense of bonsai and potted plants and even including miniature garden. Thus, there

is a large difference in the general concept of bonsai between both countries.

In wider sense of bonsai, there was pén-jing already in the fifth century in the East T’sun
period and in the early seventh century (Sui pericd) there was a poem by an emperor su-
ggesting the presence of Camellia bonsai. Later, from the seventh to eighth centuries (Tang
period), custom of decorating rooms with flowering pén-jing in early spring was popular and
it is said that flower pots in those days are exhibited in National Museum in Peking.

Generally, the pén-jing beloved by Chinese was a form using natural growing trees, but men
of letters of the leisure class in Tang period loved pén-jing with artificially trained trees with
the hope of producing a full of artistic feeling, as an object of favourite hobby.

Since Yamato Dynasty was established in the middle of the fourth century in Japan, intro-
duction of improved organization and culture of Tang was hastened by sending the envoys to
Tang Dynasty in order to make use of them in the founding of the nation.

By 15 to 16 dispatches of envoys to that country, culture of Tang had penetrated into vari-
ous fields and it may be assumed that exchanges of intellectuals between both countries result-

ed in an introduction of pén-jing, flower pots and ways of appreciating the beauty of pén-jing.

In the period of Sung, during the periods of the late tenth to thirteenth centuries, pén-jing
became very popular in daily of the public. This is suggested by the Chinese National
Museum collection of flower pots and bowls of the Chin and Ju-celadon Ware, used at court
at this time.
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About this time, Japan was in the Heian and Kamakura periods. Through the frequent
exchanges of people and increased trade, Zen sect in South Sung was introduced, having the
strong support of a man in power and at the same time, Sung ways of learning, arts, literal
arts, customs, etc., were also brought in. Thus, it can be easily presumed that at this time
an artistic pén-jing with feeling of Zen sect was brought to Japanese higher stratum of society
and temples. This is evidenced by a number of bonsai and Chinese flower pot drawings
illustrated in the picture scroll of the Kamakura period, presumably drawn in A. D. 1300.

As a result of studying the social backgrounds of these old periods in China and Japan, it
may be concluded that bonsai was first introduced into Japan as early as Tang and Sung pe-
riods in China, corresponding to Nara, Heian and Kamakura periods in Japan, through the
exchanges of people and trade.

Also, it can be safely said that bonsai appreciation by Shougun and priests seen in drawingé
and proved records in Muromachi period (the fourteenth to sixteenth centuries) was influenced
by ways of appreciation made by men of letters in South Sung, Yian, and Ming periods.

Cninses people in Yilan period calls pén-jing as ‘xig-zi-jing pot plants’ (#&F-2).

Later in Edo period (the seventeenth century), Tokugawa Shougun of the earlier 3 genera-
tions had a keen interest in appreciation of the beauty of flowering trees and bonsai. In ad-
dition, with backgrounds of stabilization of peaceful social life during the next 270 years, hor-
ticulture started first from growing flowering trees, such as camellias, cherry trees, prunus,
tree peonies and in the middle period, there was a rapid increase in number of their cultivars,
together with growing of mapleé, chrysanthemums, and adonis. In the later period of Edo,
tendencies to grow plants having variegated or curiously deformed leaves and to breed new
cultvars of primulas, morning glories, peonies, irises, etc.,, were strongly in evidence. In Edo
period, many horticultural books, particularly on the culture of flowering trees and flowers,
emphasizing description of species, cultivars or variegation of leaves had been published.

In contrast to this general floricultural world, there was another group of ornamental hor-
lticulture, that is, growing bonsai with Edo style, supported strongly by wider strata of the
general public up to Shougun. This is understood from bonsai drawings appearing in Ukiyoe,
which used to be tied together with daily life of the common people.

In the eighteenth century, men of letters of the leisure class in Kyoto and Osaka areas got
together, with aristocratic and high-browed attitude, aftering for the idea and customs of Chi-
nese men of letters. During this time, they developed ‘artistic’ type of bonsai, very much

different in quality from Edo type of bonsai which lacks in taste and artistic nature.

After the revolution of government in the end of the nineteenth century, accompanying
with change of the ruling class, this ‘artistic’ bonsai appeared before the general public, avai-
ling itself of the movement of improving bonsai quality artistically by Tokyo amateur enthu-
siasts. This would be the starting point of bonsai today. Since then, Japanese bonsai having
originality and excellency in quality, from Chinese pén-jing style, has been developed steadily

with various and skilful tree training.
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