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A Survey of the Growth of Japanese Black
Cattle Reared on the Exprerimental Farm
of the Faculty of Agriculture,
Tottori University

Tomeyoshi Masumoto*, Shigeo Kmvosurra*, Tatsuzo Murao*,
Ryozo Oura** and Junjiro Sexineg**

Body measurements and live weight have been surveyed for one year for 18 Japanese
Black cattle reared on the experimental farm of the Faculty of Agriculture, Tottori
University. The body measurements were analyzed and yielded the following results :
1) The body measurements of mature cows on the farm were as a whole similar to the
standards stipulated by the Registration Association for Japanese Black cattle. Some
body measurements, however, showed less development than the standard.
Developments of the width and rear part of the body especially, such as chest width,
rump length, hip width, thurl width and pin bone width, were less than those described
in the standard. The body conformation of cows on the farm was inferior to the
standard. Thus, live weight was a little less than the standard. 2) Male and female calves
produced on the farm grew well in the early period of suckling. Their growth, however,
appeared to be less than the standard in the later period of suckling and after weaning,
when calves relied for their nutrient supply mostly on solid feed. 3) Regression analyses
of live weight on age revealed that male calves up to 14 months of age grew 29.0 kg/
mo. and female calves up to 8 months of age 22.0 kg/mo. Steers and heifers grew about
13 kg/mo.
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