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The Present Situation of Grassland Use
and Livestock Production by Mongolian Country Nomads

By

Tadashi OTant*, Ayva YATAGAT™ and B. LUVSANSHARAV***

(Received May 20, 2004/Accepted September 17, 2004)

Summary : The site of investigation is the northern region and an area in the eastern part 400km from
Ulaanbaatar. Grassland growth, livestock productivity and the way of grazing of Mongolian nomads
in recent years were researched. It was found that former nomads acceded in the traditional way in
empirical control of the grazing livestock. Excellent eyesight and treatment enabled continuing
stable livestock production without overgrazing because of the free grazing use. However, the
conversion to a market economic structure caused grazing capacity to decline. Also, the winter season
of 6 months to 7 months caused reduced weight of breeding livestock and death of a lot of livestock
with a lot of damage from drought and snow.

Therefore, silage preparation by wheat straw, the proper use of reserve grassland by hay making
together with the development of infrastructure road service and communications seem to be
necessary in order to secure feed in the winter season.
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