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Questionnaire on Behavioral Changes in Aged Dogs and Their Owner’s Concerns
Eri AKITA* and Yoshiko UCHIDA'
* Rakuno Gakuen University, 582 Bunkyodai Midorimachi, Ebetsu, 069-8501, Japan

SUMMARY

The prevalence of age-related behavioral changes in dogs and the concerns of owners were surveyed using
a questionnaire. Seventy-two dogs older than ten years were included in this study. Thirty-two dogs (44.4%)
were found to have shown some behavioral changes which were present in canine cognitive dysfunction cases.
The prevalence of age-related behavioral changes was significant, and increased remarkably at 14 years. Older
dogs were found to have shown a range of behavioral changes. There were no significant effects of other pro-
files on behavioral changes. Many owners complained about the frequent need to attend animal hospitals and
about the behavioral changes of aged dogs. But half of all owners failed to address the problems at all.
Although canine cognitive dysfunction syndrome concerned most owners of aged dogs, they lack sufficient
information or knowledge about it. Owners relied on animal hospitals not only for treatments for diseases but
also for management or consultations on behavioral changes. These results suggest that veterinary clinics
should more actively encourage owners to provide care for their aged dogs.
—— Key words : aged dogs, behavioral changes, canine cognitive dysfunction syndrome.
T Correspondence to : Yoshiko UCHIDA (Department of Small Animal Clinical Science School of Veterinary Medicine
Rakuno Gakuen University)
582 Bunkyodai Midorimachi, Ebetsu, 069-8501, Japan
TEL 011-388-4762 FAX 011-388-4129 E-mail : yuchida@rakuno.ac.jp
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