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A New Rice Cultivar “HITOMEBORE”

Takehiko SASAKI, Shinzo ABE, Kazuhisa MATSUNAGA, Eiji OKAMOTO,
Kuniaki NAGANO, Koichi TANNO, Yoshinori CHIBA,
Atsushi KANO and Katsuhiko UEMATSU

Summary

Hitomebore is a medium maturing nonglutinous paddy rice cultivar developed by the
national breeding program at Miyagi Prefectural Furukawa Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion in 1991, It was derived from a cross made between Koshihikari and Hatsuboshi in
1982. The breeding objective was to combine cool weather resistance and excellent qual-
ity as food.

A promising line selected in F; generation was named Tohoku 143 and has been tested
for local adaptability since 1988. Tohoku 143 was registered as Paddy Rice Norin 313 and
named “Hitomebore” by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery in 1991 and
released as a recommended cultivar in Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima prefecture,

Several important features of Hitomebore are as follows. Hitomebore is medium to late
in heading and maturity in the central-southern part of Tohoku district. Culm length is
moderately long and plant type belongs to partial panicle number type. Tolerance to lodg-
ing is moderately susceptible, Hitomebore seems to have the blast resistant gene Pi-1i ,
and field resistance to blast is moderately susceptible and resistance to bacterial leaf
blight is moderately susceptible. Cool weather resistance at the booting stage is greater
than that of Todorokiwase. It seems to be the strongest recommended cultivar in Tohoku
district., The yield potential of Hitomebore is somewhat higher than that of Sasanisiki.
Visual grain quality is superior to that of Sasanisiki. Eating quality is excellent and
superior to that of Sasanisiki. Hitomebore should be adaptable to the central-southern
part of Tohoku district, early season cultivation of Kanto district and southward and
hilly areas of western Japan,
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