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Hashimoto. 2011. Seasonal occurrence patterns of Mola sunfishes (Mola spp. A
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Abstract Seasonal occurrence patterns of Mola sunfishes (Mola spp. A and B) in
waters off the Sanriku region, eastern Japan were examined with particular focus
on sea surface temperatures (SST) during 2002-2008. The two species differed
from each other in both seasonal occurrence pattern and body size. SSTs during
the occurrence of Mola sp. A (16.8-25.6°C) were higher than those during the oc-
currence of Mola sp. B (11.5-25.6°C). Although sex-ratio differences were not
correlated with SSTs during the occurrence of Mola sp. B., body size and SST
were negatively correlated for Mola sp. B. Thus, the occurrence patterns of Mola
sunfishes around the Japanese coast may involve not only species-level characteris-
tics but also intraspecific growth-stage differences, probably representing differ-
ences in water temperature preference.

*Corresponding author: Graduate School of Biosphere Science, Hiroshima Uni-
versity, 1-4—4 Kagamiyama, Higashi-Hiroshima, Hiroshima 739-8528, Japan
(e-mail: sawaetsu2000@yahoo.cojp)
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R OBELEFHICERTAEEImL
b, FE2D R 22 REEEHTHSD (Pope
et al,, 2010). HILHFH 2 EOREHBICBLTT Y
RYBEIEE I Y 2ENTL B EW)EERID
D, EOEXEEIFEL L UEHICBEES L
T&7 U, 2002). L»L, v RyBEAEIT
EEwz, HACIE Lo 2 & DAL
BESIT SN R nwZ LS, FRTARMIID
WA TREEBEESELOTE Y HOoH
bbbz, HJERCHMOPIBERE 2 BIET 5
Bad Lzl <, REAEIIVE Z4AYENICT
SR E N STV EEWERICH 5.

L LtsE, EffloF—5icb &0&3 ha
¥ FY 7DNA & V- TiT b5 F RS

EFENUTH & D TRREEIIZEL S, HEB LT
ARBICE L TRERERSZEIF SN (EBHIED,
2009 ; Yoshita et al., 2009 ; IUEF_E13A, 2010). fiE
k, BAREEBICHEIAT 2~ Ry BAEIT Mola
mola 1FEDA L ENTELD, ThE5DOMZFEICK
0= 2R Molasp. A&~ VR Molasp. BD
QEOFENHS NS (LT, KiHTies
WT “Molasp. A" & "Molasp. B" *ZhEihw
VR URIBLIUTURTEIRER). BWEOE IS,
< VR BE2EENERICRAT B LT, BHEO
BROFEPENLIED1DE LTRBENT
V3% (Yoshita et al., 2009). L& L, Z®REITE
SNALURICHES N Ry BEIHICHET S
AWERARIE, IS 2BOBHRNREL L
FERESINTDOPFET AW RRESH B, £
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72, < Ry B2 B IS0 5 A & kil E K
DEF A DI DOWTIE, < v R s B
WL E SICHBIL, < PR ImAifRo
BEPSHZEOINL, Yy RIEBLICE

HARDKFERICHBEAEIEREL, Z0EEAL
PeRIma iz 5 KEEE & ) 5 R &
A LTw5h (Yoshita et al,, 2009). DX %L
HESE AU o0 DB L T A 00 2 B 40 e [E e AR I 20
BB ReEbREL TN A,

KBS BIHOMERCHEER W 2 I8 5 2
LERELTHSNTYS (Jillg, 1973 &,
1991 7% &), W4E, NAFFL AN —nHnicw
YR BAEONEA VL OhEE 2 (Sims et
al., 2009a, b; Dewar et al., 2010; Potter and Howell,
2011; Potter et al., 20117 &), /K - BEBES
BEAEREL OO HBRIIKET — 7 AEEOT
LNTWa, 72720, BRI X BKEFHOZEAL
IOV TIEHE NG ENTBLT, /26
BLwry Ry BEIEIZT T Molamola 1FEE L
ThHo2hbtTwb, LirL, HAZEIHHT
Ly RIB2ETHAIECYAELNIZL DI,
MR LA AT A KRS RICLTnaTT
REMEAS oSN A,

FZCAWIZETIE, WA HE L TR T A H
b - ZERAEEICES 4T, RESNEEKE
(LB Eiz2s (2010) @3 ha Y RYTDNAIIZL A
FEHIPEEE T2 Z B L 2270, BRERKD
FKREKIRZ L, WERTOHBEEEOMEE
OFEZRE Lz, 20 by Roizon
TiE, XFEF09 4 XOEESTEEE LIZES
N7iz720, B A XBLOHHINER L THEDK
BEODH AT, IS L), ZERREICH
By s~<r Ry E2HEOMEARIZOWTERL
REBAEOERBFEEOBRE ZLTA20, »w{D
MO JRE L7

ME & B &

R SELEEICBNT, IRy BAE
BBLIZ6ANS 1 BICHETAEmPHRE S
TWh (FE - /N, 2002). KREFETIZZ 04
Rad &l 20006 A» 511, BIU20084F
6 ArH9H T TOHM, SFRIGEBICBVTE
BREBIUEEABIILI>TESN1I8EES
Gy TV E LT LA AT, BT
Td 5 Yoshita et al. (2009) TEFH &417220024F 8
H7 520068 H F TICEFEB L UEWHEDR
FREUTERAE S s2 ik (v T2 — FAM-39,

KiM-56 13 TH B Z EPMERTEL -0, ML L
Thovolz HEEKE, BME) o7—45 bfF
BL7 Zhog170fafk (=R 6ok,
< Ry ea ik, ~ AR ERB 8 M
Y v Ry MEIERE, v R WA ER)
wZEY TNV E LTRSS (K
Flp ETHIIAER LABEARE LSS 5 D1,
AHGP ECHEREE - IIEESI NS EOER
LD, EEICL > THETE T — 7 OfEfEN
BL57:0THA). EBREICLET YT 27T
X, < O%BE, EEEBMRICREST PR L
BB L FFHI 2D REOFZEF ITIRBEITENS
R ZIE ECTEEL, ¥ 7 Va8 2007-2008
FE12E 18 EEIC DV TIZILE i3 (2010)
DINFT Ly 7 APCRIEIZLY, 7 <Ry
2l &~ 2R 116 AT F) S 4172, Yoshita
etal. (2009) THEH SN/z52M@EICoWTh,
RIATIC L ) T o<y Ry 10 L~ 2Ry 4218
FIZHR SN T B, HHNERERE, AERost
BREEDEEIC L YR L7

AKBTF—% R BAHEORIUKEIZDW
T, BEOHEENSRR LT~V — A%
L7z, BEABIZLARET V TNIZDOWTIE,
BREFOBRBOFERAKRL T —F & LTHW .
EBRMATHES N Y TUVOBEL, <Ky
BREOANEAXIFHTHLI L EEELT,
BFEREBREGE Y AT 4 CERRAKERN v
v F =, 2005-2008), BILUBEWEOEERFHE
WEE (BWEKEMERZE LY Y —, 2004,
2006) DIKIEF—FN—2 LY, BEEREERE
T DRE KR T — 7 2R L7,
ZEEOEENDOHBROFHNRMIVT v
TR ET R EFNFNUCONWT, REFE
XA ARCERME T ke, FENTOFHE
TALRCTEM TOERENR S D08 ) M e i L7
ZERIREIEAOHBBKIRIZOWT, MBS
e v RTICE LTI ETIEEERETL, F0
% MEEHEELTYY Ry ORBIKEE
# L7z, Kolmogorov—Smirnovif7EIZ & ) 77— ¥ 43
HOEREEHE L, ERENTRFINLEER
NT A M) v IRERTo 2. —F, SAOIER
PEDHEEE NG EIL V8T A M) v I HES
17z,

15 R

7 R TIKER EAEMICH D TA 2SS
AOERICHEL, <~y Ry 7)) v F#Hg
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Fig. 1. Monthly changes in total length composition
of Mola sp. A specimens (A), and Mola sp. B speci-
mens (B) off the Sanriku region. Open bars: females,
solid bars: males, gray bars: undetermined.

o6 AP5 11 BOTRCOBICHELL
(Fig. 1).

KR TH LN T BT XTLeE2m
PET, HAUPHANTEZLDETRTHETH-
72 (n=9; Fig. 1A). —F, ¥ F7iZ&E50cm
UTFH53mEModbnF T, 8FSELTA4AD
BESHE LA, 7Ry 0LHIceE3m
w2 HERIIHIR L 2 d o7 (n=157; Fig. 1B).
Fow Ry OERE2500m F 8 2 7 REMEKIZ T
NTHETH o7 (n=3; Fig. 1B).

< VR OHBY A ZAOFEHELICERE ST
5E, ZER2m U EOREEHRIZOWTIE, 674
2% C BT AEMMEA SN (Fig. 1B). &F
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Fig. 2. Monthly changes in sea surface temperatures
at times of capture of Mola specimens off the Sanriku
region. Open circles: Mola sp. A, crosses: Mola sp. B.
Dotted and solid lines indicate monthly average sea
surface temperatures for Mola sp. A and Mola sp. B,
respectively.

150 cm L 1200 em SRl D4 4 XOfEAFIZDWT

b, HBIZ6APE L, THPL8 AT TiEA
WA s EIMICH -7z 9B LIRIZEE 150
cm L EDOEHEOHBBEBAR ED LN D72 (Fig.
1B). —7%, &£50cm LT O/NEAKIZDWT
i, 6 BIIEHEEY, TH2SHI LD, 8H
WCAML, DBRIEERMICHESA LD S
2850 cm LLE 150 em 3K O EUEMKRIZ O Wit
TN 28 U DA L » SN (Fig. 1B),
ZOEIZTADS8 A REiowy Ry kB EK
ENEMER O RS ANE D ) THE L B @A A
LdohT

AFRAIRIZ B 2 WO HBUKRIZ, 8 A
wEEHR LA (Fig 2). HEUKIROFHMEIE Y
=Ry (P BERE, 19.9+43.2°C; n=12)
A, YA (17.7£3.2°C, n=157) LD EEIIH
Mol (W5E, =23, df=167, P<0.05). <K
713 16.0°C L E 25 20.0°C £ (53%) DK
124 RS AMEAID A SNz (Fig. 3A). &2
mU EDEETHRET S &, IR SEEDHEIEK
BOZRILVHAECH -7z (Mann-Whitney O U
%, U=0, P<0.001; Fig. 3B).

v VAR OHBKERICBNT, MEEZALD
L hoiz UBE, t=-0.09, df=128, P>0.05;
Table 1). F72, < Ry TR, ML dIceEL
HBUKIROMICIEFELMEESA LD b, KE
fEAIE SRR TR L2z (B r=—0.592, n=
64, P<0.0001; M : r=-0.491, n=65, P<0.0001 ;
ZfiEK . r=—0.393, n=156, P<0.0001; Fig. 4).
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Fig. 3. Histogram showing numbers of captured
Mola specimens and sea surface temperatures off the
Sanriku region. All sizes (A), over 2m TL individuals
(B). Open bars: Mola sp. A, solid bars: Mola sp. B.

% =
< VR BEEOT— 5 DA THEIEERE S
FTHIZEERIAREL TOBEOPBIRTHY, &
BEEOERBIET ERSEL70121F, hAafE
THLPIIEN TV AEEAEOMRZ L Tidd,
WREVTHZEHFLETHE. ¥, AHEOME

Table 1. Sea surface temperatures off the Sanriku
region at times of capture of Mola specimens

Species Sex N  Mean*=SD (Range)
Molasp. A F 9 19.8%2.8°C (16.8-23.9)
UD 3 20.1%49°C (16.2-25.6)
Molasp. B M 64 17.1x2.2°C (12.3-20.5)
F 66 17.0x28°C (11.5-25.1)
UD 27 20.8%4.1°C (11.8-25.6)

M: male, F: female, UD: undetermined
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Fig. 4. Relationship between total lengths of Mola
sp. B specimens and sea surface temperatures at time
of capture off the Sanriku region. Open circles: fe-
males, solid circles: males, gray circles: undetermined.

HEAERE L BRICHET 5 1 DOFERETH 5 IKIRIC
DWTERDLE, YU RIBHBEORBIIBITS
HBKRIEHERE D SME SN TVEH (Lee,
1986; Sims and Southall, 2002; Dulli¢ et al., 2007;
Fulling et al., 2007; Sims et al., 2009a, b; Dewar et al.,
2010; Potter and Howell, 2011; Potter et al., 2011),
Z D IRIRHFH 6.8-30.0°C IE A 72 O H BUIK IR
115-25.6°CEBLL—HTHLDTH o7 (Table
. ZOZEREEREICBIT 2 M
BIGHS T REL7-b0TIE R, AEOLY
FHREERLL2DDOTHL I E2RET S,
L, Ry B2 IEHBKESEWICES
D, FIZZOEMIIRAEEOFENE VW EFIE
SNARKEEETHEI AN &5 (Fig.
3B), I E TG SN HMBUKRERE T — ¥
DS EHIEDRE STV BTSN EZ S
%, Yoshitaetal. (2009) (& HAAEICHIT S
YU YRTIIONT, BEESHERTE LN
L, HBDPRHEORKFERIIRON TS Z L,
TR L) HBEESMERW LS, WESE
NENE L EERR LY b OWRELIERHL T8
D, FTLHRMEOFRLID <~ KT OHBAKRIC
MDA LN o722 L4 53 (Table 1; Fig.
4), WAL IR R AFREKETE DL, o
NOIXEHEAEREDOENE KL TW5 b0 &R
N5,

~ VR BAEFEEIIZEREEANEEET
BHEEN— MZDOWTIE, ZhETANEFT»S

BEWiciBoTdbbyar— 1~ AEEFE»SI
J:?kf?o = b B XU TP ik
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V= FD3DONBEZLNTVS (HEBIZD,
2005 FHHIEA, 2005 Yoshita etal., 2009). &
HINOLOEEN—-MDIBENREFFHLTWS
OPEWESPIIT B LIZEEL VA, oM
BOFEEBRST A&, 21X Y F Katsuwonus
pelamis F=FEIREISET B L TICHHT 5 LIS
ENTWABEBL— MIZEBL— b &SR
W= Y TIEED, T vABEIER SR
HRIEPEIIIATECESLNHER (Table 1;
Figs. 1,3) &—# L, EFIAro T=EALI
9z Ems KBS REENTSZ (ZF,
1996 EiIAH, 2009). THSIESTyRyBEHEL
BV AIHBLTRALRTWIKERPD R L

HID2N— MITESINTWE I LERIET S
FIn s o RBR/NRESEE  HARREEDO < ~
Ry BEBEICH) M) CRERBOREZ1T- 72
Dewar et al. (2010) DRI, FEAEI Y
V=t EFH LTV A REEIMEN & 2R IET
Ad L,

Dewar et al. (2010) ASEZIZBEE - TBJINA AR
MBI LB, KIESERETAE EBITK
PRz EL, BEFOMIZEMHOIL - H#oms
THHZEIOIEENTE I L2, BEI—
BB RAoME) [Cmbhords, %
HIFAFIZILIEE - RINOKFERBRNICETT
LIEMERL. ZOBERIE ZBICBITAT Y
Ry ORI (Fig. 1B) &¢BBLh—%LTw»
4. 7B Dewar et al. (2010) DH 2o 2fEEIE
£R87-133emDHEHFHTH Y, FMNBRICHEAT
BTy RIEEREImEBA L KEEAD A
PHERE SN TWB I L5 (Yoshita et al., 2009 ;
RKEFgE), < Ry THLHUREENE . b L
Dewar et al. (2010) D &H DD 2ffE s~ v B
THoHE X, Ry OEEITE L5 BE
H3& B &\ ) Yoshita et al. (2009) DR (i
V=N BEETRL0ERL. T, BKEICE
EARTI A T A D AR & JLHEE - RO KF R
PFWICE T3 A2EEO2 20 REEFRS AR SN
ZEIZDWTIE, BEEATKIRICHIR S 5 T Rk
ATRIEEIN T % (Dewar et al., 2010),

~ R OEEEREFRBIKEL TnWA I L
PR ENDLZ LIZHLT, 7w R YTl
F=INBROENTVWE 20, EEEREZHEETS
TEIFEHICEE LV, LA L, ABIEOKBRLY
v = VR T R =ZBIn RS THEE R N EME R A
BonporzZt (Fig 1A), ¥ ARY X HHE
JKIRASEN T & (Table 1; Figs. 2, 3), %72 Yoshita

etal. (2009) DR LY, KINOVEH AT s
NTwinz &, NERPLHMIZIT VR 28
Bey, TNOoEAEEO Y <y Ry dRMND
BELD b R/EIC, MBI S =RRICHET
BPHIBETHLILREREZLE, BEIREL
TWAEAIEALNT, BLLREBREEHO
fdEsic® 2 b0 L FEINL. WHEC/NEEGE
B 7 SHEAG IS BT B Ko BB O 100
miFKiRE AL E, ZEREHBTALNY VT
YARYORBHMBEICMTIZT Y, oAb
BT BEHO 100 miEKEIEBBENIIATHE
BT CamTsZ 00 (AREE
T8y —, 2004), JbiE40EIKIE L FEIIK
Bia KpEHEZITO TREL THICEZLNS.
b L), v RYOZEAORME)L — b
ZHEW 35 & Yoshita et al. (2009) DIRME-4 5/
BV — MM TIEE S,

T YRTIIBWT, MEREE & NEER LR VK
WA B 5 —77, REMEMARIZ & HEKIRD
L R BERMALNHRIT (Fig. 4), 7V4HE
RV AELRESZ L OEEADSOHRESNTS
D, WS 0OEENREPES L Twshok
EZoNTWA (FR, 19705 =¥, 1996). %
72, SEEIREEII BT A < AR KRR & —
BLUTHET A 2L o CHBRES R 2 Y, K
BERIZKBOE - WE ORI Ld &k
T5—F, AEMEKITREEE L ) BTl
HL7od AR THRE L (Figs. 1B, 4). [k
DB, B 212 7 < Cololabis saira THE 31
THBY, BEBIEY A ADKEEMPSIEICE
e Cdb b L, BBRICEKEICR B L9 4 XN
REGEFPOIEICETT A (88, 1981).
Mo A X2 & B KRS A 2 HBUIRIL O W,
Y URUERBELEFTERICL o TITEIRAE R
BEBSE T LR A RET 5. — I
ElEA TS TR (R X3 ERH) 12X o
THEFTECTEHBEIKE CEFT 5 2 L3
LNTEY, FIIIER, RE BLAZEOEY
MIGtEPKIR, 15, BEERE, iRk EOIkEE
WHIEHOBEBILL - TELLLDEEZLNT
wWn (P, 1970 )1, 1973 7% &).

SRR AEULEREIRR, BEHS-BEASCENEH
SEOWARRPLEARIE R EATEMIZES ) 4 BE
KEBTHY, FBEHIIKIERPES EPREE
BL, EFICREY TSI OREELR T
V=L THICEEDE Y, BHEICE
5T 3 F & F R UFFEEYIEE RO THEEL TL
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A (g, 1973 JII &, 1991; Shimizu et al.,
2001 ; &M, 2003; #IHH, 20087%&). v R
vEBAEOEEII O WTIR, ¥SFrEog s
v b ryOBBESERE (EE, BIEgEC
%5) DS, REAEOMBETEE—RTHI L
5, INLEBLHIEHL TV ORI
BTHED, MICHREPLHELRELAERTVWS
CEMBHMERTH LIRS LIEHEIN TV S
(Pope et al., 2010). EEMEFEEOFHALHE
WONTHAT LY RYBHBELFE L (6
EE#T T EmenTBY UlA, 1991;
Yatsu et al., 2005), FREBAFEDOME L2 H LTINS
DRME YIFCEOEW T o b R
IR AKIBICEEICHEET S (Yatsu et al., 2005;
Dewar et al., 2010). X» T, Ty RIE22fEH=
BEAOEEIZEEFBO L ENTHLEEZ LN
% (8HH, 2008 ; Dewaretal, 2010). <R
TR FEERET A4 X0fEENESRZ L%
EZETAHE (Fig. I1B), ZEREBIIRES 21T
T, BEHOEE LR L TWEIENER
SND. —7, vy Ry T/ N EAD
HONGZAOT, FERE L TIREEL TWiawy
TEMERENG, IRy OMEGEO I
BEGHEE & LTk, BEHEEoBEREZRIEE L <
BRWTTREME, T2~ R IZBWTHEO AR
L3 AEmSA SN &S (Fig. 1B), Mok
WVEWIREE R ENEZ oD, I DR
AMRET A 72010, S, MR 5 OTFEOK
R BRI OIEER A KDO S 5.

# &

KO TVAFILHz>TlE, UTO
F AR DI nicrivnge, EREEGE
HEGRMEAE - MEBEf A RiGSEEEHEES - FE
KB ET 0 2E 1 A & - 618 48 0 VB U 3 1 TR A
& FREHEMBERFEMRS - FRERRE
HEAA OB, ASMAMEOFRFNRKE IR
BEDTT %, TR SR - G L - B
AR - BHE—IK - BIRIEREK - S HIE—
RzZ Lo sd 2EERFERKBEEITO
T4, LGRS (BENERBETZeRT), S
FI (BRSNS H R AEATT) (ITERRERICS
IENIRPTITTEL W, EIREKER
WisE X v & — DK 2 T E IR DK O K
RICET 2 EHRE JIRAb 20 REFgEIEEE
FRFgE & L CHREKRERKIEEN 72T BB = 1
W v 5 — DA FIH ST ne,

FoMBEREIS (RSt =Rl , PR IE
Yefit (L BARFERFERAEYEREZEER) 1
KA D B BT o TEELT PN, A%
727507, TS DFAICHEATREOE »FET
B, B, AWEO—IHIAARE [Hiidzm
MRS — ¥ —32 w7715 4 (HADEEP) J
B XU EEAB AR FHE [E)IEEE
Bl O&EEEDEZIT

sl B X B
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BEOW ZE—0 o L YR SALOKERE
WEEHIE R RS, RN
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