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A proposal for the usage of the Japanese term
“Dojyo (soil)” and “Tsuchi (earth)”

Shizuo NAGATSUKA™!
*1Japan Soil Research Institute, Inc.
Keywords: Tsuchi, Dojyo, soil material, soilbody
Summary

A historical examination of the usage of Japanese terms of “Tsuchi” and “Dojyo” made it clear that “Tsuchi” corresponds to soil
material. While, “Dojyo” has been mainly used since the middle of 19th century as the translation of the Dutch “bodem”, the German
“Boden” or the English “soil”. Therefore, it is appropriate to use “Dojyo” limitedly in the meaning of soil as a natural body. To make the
Japanese citizen understand the importance of soil, it is necessary for the Japanese pedologists to consciously use the terms “Dojyo”
and “Tsuchi” in the separate meanings as mentioned above.
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