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The food habits of Japanese squirrels in a suburban forest of

Morioka City, northeastern Japan
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Fig.l. Study area (around black line) : Takamatsu Park in Morioka City
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Table 1. The food of squirrels in Takamatu Park
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Table 2. The number of feeding times of each food by squirrels
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Fig.2. Ratio of feeding time of each food by squirrel. {t=all feeding time (minute))
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Summary

We investigated the food habits of Japanese squirrels in Takamatsu Park and its
surrounding forest in Morioka City, Iwate Prefecture, northeastern Japan. We observed
the squirrel's food habits directly. Squirrels fed on walnuts throughout the study period
and various other items by season. These included the berries of Morus bombycis (June,
July), the strobilus of red pine (August, September), the sprouts of cherry trees (May),
and bark (May, June, July, September, December). We suggest that squirrels feed on

walnuts all season but use various types of food depending on season.
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