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Consumers' Attitude toward Fruit Produced as a Gift Item in Fukushima Prefecture
in the Year when the Great East Japan Earthquake and Nuclear Disaster has Occurred

Shin-ichi HANGUI

Abstract

The worst nuclear disaster in Japan on 2011 has made many consumers avoid agricultural products
made in Fukushima prefecture. Peaches and apples have grown much in Fukushima prefecture,
and they had been bought for consumers directly for gift. The sales amount of these fruit for gift
decreased sharply, and farm managers received severe damage.

This paper attempts to investigate about purchase of peaches and apples for gifts in the year
the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred and the following year through the Internet research
conducted in Fukushima prefecture, Metropolitan area and Keihanshin area. Findings are as follows:

First, the purchase of peaches and apples for gift in the year the earthquake occurred was severely
depressed. Anxiety to radioactive materials is assumed by this reason. But even if a respondent knew
radioactive materials not to have been detected as a result of the monitoring test which is useful to
sweep the anxiety off, it became clear that it doesn't influence the following year's purchase for gift.

Second, respondent's decision-making factor was analyzed about purchase for gift in the following
year of the disaster. Choices for peaches were influenced the purchase frequency before the disaster,
the monitoring results, respondent's avoidance of radioactive materials, age and purchase channel. On
the other hand, choices for apples were influenced respondent’s avoidance of radioactive materials
and purchase channel.

Key Words : consumer, gift, radioactive material, fruit
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