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Features of Japanese Sea Cucumber Consumption in China Today
— The many characteristics of sea cucumbers in Japan -

Chosei Suisuya, Wataru YOSHIDA

Faculty of Agriculture and Life Sience, Hirosaki university

(Received for publication November 17, 2017)

SUMMARY

Changes in sea cucumber consumption in China are characterized in this study of diversification of how sea
cucumbers are purchased, prepared, and eaten. People eating them at home have increasingly joined consumers who
enjoy them at restaurants and hotels. Various sea cucumber products such as instant sea cucumbers and capsulated
sea cucumbers have been developed to satisfy the diversification in tastes of purchasers. Eating styles have been
changing from conventional dishes at restaurants and hotels to use for gift giving, purchases for households, and
purchase by younger people. Additionally, results show that many people who had no habit of eating them now tend
to purchase sea cucumbers. ‘

Ways of purchasing sea cucumbers have also diversified. Those who purchase them from the internet are
increasing in addition to sea cucumber markets and specialized stores. Sales increased rapidly during 2011-2014. Sea
cucumber purchasers are mostly in their 10s, 20s, and 30s, which represents a large difference from the conventional
age of purchasers. Furthermore, it is characteristic that purchase prices are lower. The number of sea cucumber shops
on the internet has increased drastically.

Sea cucumber consumption areas in China are shifting from coastal areas inland, from sea cucumber specialty
retail shops to internet vendors, and from middle-aged and older consumers to younger consumers, along with a shift
from high-priced goods to affordable articles.

Bull. Fac. Agric. & Life Sci. Hirosaki Univ. No.20: 51-60, 2018
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