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The Problems and Effects of Continuing
the Processed Food Export from Japan

—Konjac Case Study—

Hideaki JINDAI*!

Abstract

The export of processed foods up to now has greatly contributed to the increase in the total export value of
agricultural products and foods from Japan due to its scale and growth rate. However, the ratio of attribution to
Japan's agriculture, economy, and employment was not so large. When considering the future of processed food
exports, it will be necessary to consider how to build and grow a food value chain that has a high proportion of
belonging to Japan.

Therefore, we analyzed the problems and effects of continuing exports, focusing on interviews with advanced
cases of specific items called konjac.

The Problems are (1) increasing requirements to continue exporting, (2) intensifying competition, (3) great
instability of the exports, (4) increasing number of export-taking entities and changing personality, (5) there is
no spread to revitalization of the entire industry

The effects are (1) diversification of complementary effects in the domestic market, and (2) expansion of in-
formation collection opportunities and human networks.

[Keywords] processed food, Continuing Export, Food value chain, Konjac
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